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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
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231 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 
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UPLY 10 Till! A1TEN110N Of: 

~4, 1989 

Peter Vagt, HlD 
warzyn ~ :me. 
Qle Pierce Place 
SUite 1110 
Itasca, Ill.in:ds 60143-2681 

Dear Peter: 

SHS-11 

m:: 18}\lest for Mcdificatial to tbe RI/FS 
Work Plan for the American QlemioU 
Services NPL Site 

secticn XII of the RI/FS Q:l1sent Order for this site, rec;pi%es that aey 
m::xti.fica.tial to the RI/FS Work ~ mquested by either Party, DUSt be ocn::m:red 
with by the other Party prior to its illplementatioo or face pravisia1s of the 
Displte Resolutial. 

Yoor requested JIDiificatial to the RI/PS Work Plan irclmes the method that will be 
used to collect soil sanples fn:lll the area krDm as the "Kapica Drum" area of the 
site. Specifically, this in:l.u:les the collecticn of soil sanple SB-01. '!be Work 
Plan c:mnmtly calls for the use of a holla..r stem iiU:Jer with a split spcxx1 
scmpler, to collect a visnally CXI1taminated an:l an urderlyin:J natural "clean" soil 
sanple fran certain meas associated with the Kapicc:. Dnlm axea. Att:eapts to 
perfot'Jil this 'WOrlt have met with SCDe diffiallty due to the lal:ge amamt of blried 
metal in the grourd near the Kapica Drum area. ArrXher area that has met with scme 
diffiOll.ty is the area associated with SB-04. 'Ibis area originally was SlJRXlSEd to 
have a waste or visnally ca'ltaminated soil sanple taken alarg with a scmple of the 
mrlerlyin;J naturalDBterials. DJe to the nature of the wastes encxJUI1tered at this 
locatial (a bl.ack oily liqllid) , the umerlyirg soil scmple was not taken. 'lhe 
scmple was not taken, because it was feamd that to do so may CXI'Itaadnate the 
mrlerlyirg soil saDple, am provide a J:QJt:e for migratial of the olly liquid. 

As ya.1 SlJjJeSted aver. the telepxme, the use of a test pit could be used as an 
altemative to the hollow stem ~, for the oollectioo of soU sanples at the 
Kapica Drum area ani specifically SB-01. I c:x:n:ur with this ~ for blo 
reascms: 1) the use of a test pit will give a mc:h better inti.catial of the near 
subsurface ocniitialS at this porticn of the site; am 2) the best np:esentative 
sanple of the wastes am mrlerlyirg soil will be oollected. 

PertaininJ to scmple SB-04, a representative sanple of the umerlyi!q natural 
soils my best be oollected by DDVi.rq to an altemative borirx:J locatial bebieen the 
original boJ:in] locaticn an:l a locatialllb!re the black liquid was not enoc:mrt:ered, 
or by diggirg a test pit in a similar locaticn. Either~ is aooeptable, 
however, by diggirg a test pit the advantages cited above are evident. 

As ya.1 krx7.i, I will be en vacatiat for the next two weeks (~ 7 - 18), ciurinj 
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this time, I will atteapt to call you to dlec::k in em activities at the site and to 
hear what you have decidfri to do c:xnJemi.rg the area near SB-04. I have ~ 
for aoother REM, Diat Novak, to act in JJti stead c:xnJemi.rg any decisials that may 
have to be made c:xmoernin;J the RI activities, if I am not available. If you need 
to di SOlSS anyt:h.iJq with Dial, please call him at 886-4737. 

RdJert E. swaJ.e 
Renedia] Project Manager 

ex:: Art:lDlr carter, IIJ!M 


